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Call for Applications – Accordion Competition (Diatonic Accordion)

“GOLDEN ACCORDION BLED 2026”

9 May 2026 at 10:00

Festival Hall Bled

The traditional accordion competition Golden Accordion Bled 2026 will once again take place live, with the option of online viewing. The Golden Accordion Bled competition is part of the celebration of the World Accordion Day, which has been observed every year on 6 May since 2009. On 6 May 1829, Cyrill Demian patented the first accordion in Vienna.

The accordion competition (the term accordionist refers to both male and female performers) on diatonic and piano accordion will take place according to a predetermined schedule in the Festival Hall in Bled. Spectators will be able to follow the competition live in the hall or via online video streaming.

The competition will be streamed at the following link:

https://youtube.com/live/ZS2giiJbv9o?feature=share
The Golden Accordion Bled 2026 competition also serves as a pre-selection for the 12th National Diatonic Accordion Competition, which will take place in November 2026, organized by the Slovenian Association of Accordion Teachers (ZDHS). It is also included in the Slovenian Cup competition cycle, held under the auspices of ZDHS over a two‑year period.

The competition is divided into eight age categories:

Group year of birth of the accordionist

Junior accordionists born in 2017 and later

I.a. accordion players born in 2016 and 2015
I.b. accordion players born in 2013 and 2014
I.c. accordion players born in 2011 and 2012
II. accordion players born in 2008, 2009 and 2010
III. accordion players born 2002 to 2007
IV. accordion players born 1967 to 2001
V. accordionists born in 1966 and earlier
Each accordionist performs one piece of their own choice, with a maximum duration of 4 minutes. The competition will be evaluated by a jury of 3 to 5 experts.

The number of applications is limited to 90 accordionists in total, of which 70 diatonic accordionists and 20 piano accordionists.

Prize Fund:

All accordionists receive a practical gift.

Based on the number of points achieved, competitors will receive:

• 
Gold Certificate for 95–100 points

• 
Silver Certificate for 90–94.99 points

• 
Bronze Certificate for 85–89.99 points

• 
Certificate of Participation for up to 84.99 points

Additional awards:

• 
Accordionists scoring 88 points or more qualify for the 12th National Diatonic Accordion Competition.

• 
The top three accordionists in each group receive special plaques (minimum of 3 competitors in the group required).

• 
The best accordionist from the Gorenjska region receives the Gorenjska Accordionist Trophy.

• 
The Most Charming Accordionist – selected by a three‑member committee of the organizer for the most charming and authentic performance.

• 
The absolute winner receives the Golden Accordion Bled Trophy.

• 
The absolute winners in both categories (diatonic and piano accordion) receive a Hot‑air Balloon Flight for Two.

• 
Lunch is provided for all competitors.

Competition Details

The accordion competition will take place on Saturday, 9 May 2026, at 10:00 in the Festival Hall in Bled. All registered accordionists will receive the competition timetable a few days before the event. All participants are kindly requested to attend the final award ceremony, which will take place 30 minutes after the conclusion of the competition.

Application Submission

Please send the completed application forms:

By e‑mail:  fabijan.janez@siol.net
By post:

Janez Fabijan

Nova vas 6

4201 Zg. Besnica

Slovenia

Due to organizational requirements and preparation of the timetable, the application deadline is 5 May 2026 or until all available places are filled. If the number of applications for piano accordion is not fully used, the remaining places will be allocated to diatonic accordionists.

Participation Fee

The competition fee of 35 EUR can be paid from 1 April 2026 onwards to the following bank account:

IBAN: SI56 0120 3600 0000 311

Bank: Banka Slovenije

Competition Director:                                                Public Institute Turizem Bled
Janez Fabijan                                                                   Blaž Veber, Director
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APPLICATION FORM

for a competition of accordion players in playing the diatonic accordion

"Golden Accordion Bled 2026"

Bled, May 9, 2026

	
	

	Name and surname
	Date of birth

	

	

	Address



	Postal                                                                 Postal code 
	

	
	

	
	

	Phone Number
	E mail addres 

	
	


Cagtegory:  Diatonic accordion                              Piano accordion  

I will play at The Golden Accordion Bled 2026 accordion competition:
	Track title
	

	Author
	

	Thythm
	


The registration form and your entered data will be used exclusively for the organization of the Zlata harmonika Bled accordion competition. By registering for the competition, you agree that the competition will also take place online.

In (at) ,                                   on,                                                  Signature:
