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‘Shanghai Spring’ the 6™ International Accordion Culture and Arts Festival &
2024 Shanghai International Accordion Arts Week
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Djordje Peri¢ was born in 2010. At the age of 5, he starts playing the accor-

dion under the guidance of his father, Prof. Slavisa Peri¢. So far he has won
over 150 awards from over 30 countries. Thanks to numerous competitions,
performances and concerts, in the country and abroad, Djordje had the
opportunity to meet many popular and successful people from the world of
music, acting, sports, and even politics. Apart from festivals, he performs at
many cultural events and often appears on TV and radio shows. 2nd place at
the international competition “Coupe Mondiale” in the nominations “Inter-

national Ensemble - Classical Music” (Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bijeljina
2023).
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Shanghai Student Art Troupe Huangpu Youth Art Activity Center
Orchestra:

Under the care and support of the Huangpu District Education Bureau,
Shanghai Student Art Troupe Huangpu Youth Art Activity Center Orchestra
provides a platform for teenagers to explore and interpret classical music.
It aims to enhance students’ artistic aesthetics and humanistic literacy,
reflecting the awareness of contemporary youth towards loving the mother-
land and the Communist Party of China. The orchestra receives profession-
al guidance from various sessions in Shanghai, has participated in numer-
ous large-scale performances and competitions, winning international
awards thrice, national awards twice, and municipal awards eight times,
including the first prize in the Ministry of Education’ s National Primary
and Secondary School Art Exhibition Shanghai Activities, and the champi-

onship in the Philadelphia International Music Festival group competition.
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Northern Lights Duo
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Northern Lights Duo consists of two young Russian accordionists, Denis
Koptelov and Aleksandr Komelkov.The mentor of the duo is Vyacheslav
Semionov, People’ s Artist of Russia, Professor of the Gnessin Academy of
Music. They hav won the 1st place of the international competition “Rus-
sian Palette” in the nomination “Classical Ensembles” (Moscow, 2021);
Grand Prix of the Vivat Accordion International Competition in the Classi-
cal Ensembles nomination, 1st place in the Variety Ensembles nomination
(Samara 2022); 1st place at the international competition “Coupe Mondiale”

in the nominations “International Ensemble — World Music”, “Internation-

al Ensemble - Classical Music” (Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bijeljina 2023).
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Aleksandr Komelkov:

Aleksandr Komelkov was born in 1996. Currently, he is a 2nd year Master
of the Gnessin Russian Academy of Music.The most striking awards of the
musician: Gold medal of the All-Russian Delphic Games of Russia (Moscow
2012); Winner of the international competition “Coupe Mondiale” in all
categories, and 1st place at the international competition “Coupe Mondiale”
in the nominations of the International Competition for Virtuoso Entertain

ment Music (Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bijeljina 2023).
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Denis Koptelov:

Denis Koptelov was born in 1996. He is a 3rd year student of the Gnessin
Russian Academy of Music under the Bachelor’ s degree program. The most
striking awards of the musician were the Gold medal of the All-Russian
Delphic Games of Russia; winner of the 1st degree of the International
Siberian Competition for Young Accordion performers (Kemerovo, 2010);
winner of the 1st degree of the IV All-Russian open competition “Yugoria”
(2012); winner of the competition “V- Accordion Festival Junior” (2013);
winner of the Grand Prix of the International competition “Accordion,

accordion, harmonica”.
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AOTANGO Quintet features Auckland Philharmonia Orchestra
Concertmaster Andrew Beer on violin and World Champion Accordionist
Grayson Masefield, two members of the Aotearoa’ s (New Zealand’ s)
esteemed quintet AOTANGO. °‘Ao’, meaning ‘world’ in Te Reo Maori, is at

the epicentre of AOTANGO, who performs a program fusing world music

and tango.
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Grayson Masefield:

Grayson Masefield is a New Zealand born accordionist, Vice-Chairman
of the CIA Music Committee, Instrumental Music Teacher for Accordion at

the University of Auckland, New Zealand and the founder of AOTANGO. He



studied in France with Frederic Deschamps, completed a Master in Special-
ised Music Performance at HEMU Lausanne, Switzerland with Stephane
Chapuis, and a Masters of Studio Pedagogy from the University of Auckland.
He is regularly invited to adjudicate and/or appear as Guest Artist at interna-
tional competitions he has previously won, CIA in Italy, China & Russia,
CMA in USA & Portugal, Primus Ikaalinen in Finland and Roland Interna-
tional in Rome. At the 2010 Coupe Mondiale, Varazdin, Croatia.

RS RS PR LR

Andrew Beer
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Andrew Beer:

Andrew Beer has been described as a “virtuoso soloist” by the San Fran-
cisco Classical Voice, as possessing a “glorious string tone” by Strad Maga-
zine, as a performer displaying “accuracy and subtle charisma” by the
Boston Globe, and as a “musical gift” by the New York Times. He has
performed extensively throughout North America, Europe and Asia, and his
performances have been broadcast on NHK Japan, Vietnamese television,
CBC Radio-Canada, Minnesota Public Radio, Vermont Public Radio and
WOQXR New York. As a soloist, he has performed with leading orches-

tras in Vancouver, Montreal, New York, Boston and Catania (Sicily), with



conductors including Joseph Silverstein, Gil Rose, Victor Feldbrill and
Daisuke Soga. As a chamber musician, he has performed at numerous
international music festivals, and has appeared in concert with Midori and

members of the Emerson String Quartet.
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Tong Xiran
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Tong Xiran, majoring in composition and composition techniques at the
Shanghai Conservatory of Music, studying under Prof. Lv Huang. He has
won the Shanghai Conservatory of Music People’ s Scholarship. Member of
the Qingniao Plan Pro. Resident composer of the Shanghai New Youth
Philharmonic Orchestra. He won the gold medal in the Etude group and the
silver medal in the Sonata group in the Asia-Pacific Final of the Germany
Mendelssohn International Piano Competition. His composition Shui Long
Yin (for tenor, French horns, and piano) and Traces of Dream (for French
horn, cello, and piano) premiered at the Tri Third Space. Commissioned by

the Shanghai New Youth Philharmonic Orchestra to complete the chamber

music work Variation (for viola, trombone, piano, and trumpet).
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Tao Yangchenguang, member of the Hefei Music Association’ s Classical
Guitar Committee in Anhui Province. He learned classical guitar from Xu
Chuanhui of the Anhui Guitar Association and Min Zhengqi from Shanghai
Conservatory of Music. His accolades include winning the Shanghai
Aldamiras Youth Group Championship, the Lucerne International Musi-
cians Competition's Guitar Harp category, and the Budapest Music Competi-
tion’s String Group category. He served as a judge for the Children’s and

Youth Groups at the 2023 Martini Classical Guitar Competition and was an

outstanding guidance teacher at the same event.
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Liu Wei, a classical and jazz double bassist. Expert member of the Shang-
hai Culture Bureau’ s Art Committee. In 2001, he joined the Shanghai Broad-
casting Symphony Orchestra (now the Shanghai Philharmonic Orchestra)
and has collaborated with many renowned Chinese and foreign conductors,
musicians, and ensembles over the years, performing both domestically and
on tours in Asia, Europe, and America. He has served as the principal double
bassist for the Shanghai Baroque Chamber Orchestra, the Shanghai Opera
House Art Troupe Orchestra, the Shanghai Chamber Orchestra, and the
Shanghai Light Music Band. He has also been invited as a guest performer by
the Shanghai Symphony Orchestra, the Hong Kong String Orchestra, the

Macau Orchestra, and the Cologne Philharmonic Orchestra in Germany.
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Accordion and Clarinet Duo
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The duo group consists of two exceptionally talented musicians, Italian
accordionist Simone Zanchini and clarinetist Gabriele Mirabassi, who has
perfectly merged the sounds and strengths of two distinctly characterized
reed instruments. Through vivid stage improvisations and cross-genre
creative works, they present to the audience a blend of classical, modern,

jazz, popular, and ethnic musical elements.
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Simone Zanchini:

Simone Zanchini was graduated with honours in classical accordion at
the "G. Rossini" Conservatory of Pesaro, under Maestro Sergio Scappini. As
an eclectic instrumentalist, he has intense concert activities with groups of
different musical extractions (improvisation, contemporary music, jazz,
and classical). He has played in major festivals and shows in Italy and in the
most important international festivals (France, Austria, Germany, England,
Holland, Sweden, Denmark, Finland, Slovenia, Croatia, Macedonia, Spain,

Norway, Russia, Tunisia, Lebanon, India, Venezuela, USA, and Japan).
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Gabriele Mirabassi:

The duo group consists of two exceptionally talented musicians, Italian
accordionist Simone Zanchini and clarinetist Gabriele Mirabassi, who has
perfectly merged the sounds and strengths of two distinctly characterized
reed instruments. Through vivid stage improvisations and cross-genre
creative works, they present to the audience a blend of classical, modern,

jazz, popular, and ethnic musical elements.
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Sun Binbin, member of Shanghai Musician Association and China
National Orchestra Association, currently a music composer and director of
Shanghai Mass Art Center. Her compositions have won the “Outstanding
New Composition Award” in Shanghai Mass Culture Newcomers New Com-
positions Exhibition for dozens of times. She has also won the “Stars Award”
at the 18th and 19th “China Art Festival” of the Ministry of Culture and Tour-
ism of China, and has won national awards. She has won several provincial

and ministerial awards in various music competitions, and was awarded



Shanghai Mass Culture Composing (Music) Newcomer Award, the title of

5th Changning District Leading Talent and Youth Job Expert.
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Wang Xiao, graduated from Shanghai Normal University with a master’ s
degree in 2019, and studied under Prof. Li Cong, the CIA Vice President. She
graduated with a doctorate in performance from the Gnessin Russian Acade-
my of Music in June 2023 and studied under Prof. Alexander Selivanov. She
has won the championship in the adult pop category of the 20th VIVAT-
BAYAN International Accordion Competition in Samara, Russia (the first
Chinese accordionist to win the championship in the past ten years), and the
third place in the adult pop category of the Castelfedado International
Accordion Competition (the first Chinese accordionist who won the top
three in the popular accordion category), won three consecutive champion-
ships in the Harbin Summer International Accordion Competition and other
outstanding achievements. She has been evaluated by many Russian musi-
cians such as Prof. Friedich Lips as “a rare young Chinese accordionist with

great performance talent.”
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Feng Jingrui, studying for an undergraduate degree in accordion at

Shanghai Normal University under Prof. Wang Congyu, member of the
CIA Music Committee, director of Shanghai Musician Association Accordi-
on Professional Committee, and director of the Western Music Depart-
ment of Shanghai Normal University Music College. In 2023, he won the
first place in the world music category of the 48th Castelfidardo Interna-
tional Accordion Competition and has been invited to perform many times

at performances such as the closing ceremony of Harbin International

Accordion Art Week.
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Zhao Chenxi, young harmonica player, Asian triple crown winner,
master of music from Shanghai Conservatory of Music. He is currently the
global spokesperson for the German Hohner harmonica, vice president of
the Harmonica Special Committee of the China Popular Music Association,
and a distinguished teacher at Music College of East China Normal Universi-
ty. His main business is the host and assistant director of Classic 947 of
Shanghai People’ s Broadcasting Station. He studied under Yu Dengyong and
won many awards at home and abroad, including the Chromatic Solo Cham-
pionship at the Asia Pacific Harmonica Festival. He serves as the leader of the
Magic Harmonica Ensemble and has achieved many successes. The compo-
sition Shanghai, the City that Obsesses Me won the “Stars Award”, the highest

government award for public culture in China in 2022.
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Zhu Yiming
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Zhu Yiming, deputy leader of Shanghai Yu Garden Harmonica Ensemble,
bass harmonica player of The Magic Harmonica Ensemble. He studied
under Mr. Huang Yuqian, a harmonica educator from mainland China, and
participated in the Asia-Pacific Harmonica Festival and the China Harmoni-
ca Festival many times. With the Magic Sound Harmonica Ensemble, he won
the first place in the ensemble of the 1st China Harmonica Festival in 2015;
the runner-up in the trio of the 1st Taiwan International Harmonica Classic

in 2015; the runner-up in the adult group of the 11th Asia-Pacific Harmonica




Festival in 2016; and the 12th Asia-Pacific Harmonica in 2018. Festival open

group trio champion, chamber music champion, etc.
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Shi Xu, jazz drummer, educator, jazz drum teacher at Shandong College
of Arts, guest lecturer at Nanhai Conservatory of Music. He currently serves
as the drummer for Mr. Miss, an original Chinese musician. He has been
invited to participate in teaching demonstrations and performances all over
the country all year round. He has performed on the same stage with many
foreign masters such as Dom Famularo, Lucas Van Merwijk, lan Forman,
Antonio Hart, etc., and has received praise and affirmation from foreign
masters. He has performed in Shanghai Jzclub, Lincoln Jazz Center, Blue
Note and other clubs for a long time. He has also been a frequent guest
performer at major music festivals such as Shanghai Jazz Festival, Shanghai

Jazz Spring Music Festival, and Strawberry Music Festival.
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